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Part 7: Chemicals and our children 
 
CBS anchor Katie Couric said, “Twenty years ago, one live birth in 20,000 showed signs 
of Autism; today, one child in 120 births suffers Autism. Scientists are not sure, but feel 
it has something to do with chemicals in our environment.” 
 
Few Americans think about the details of adding 100 million people to this country 
within 25 years.  They think less of the consequences.  Anyone speaking about business 
and success along with stock market—celebrates growth, more growth and endless 
growth.   
 
The late economist Kenneth Boulding said, “The only people that push for unlimited 
growth are madmen and economists.”   
 

He added, “Economics has been incurably growth-oriented and addicted to 
everybody growing richer, even at the cost of exhaustion of resources and 

pollution of the environment.” 
 

Who pays in our overpopulated America of 2010? Answer: along with 
animals, plants and eco systems—our children! 
 

“Today at The University of Medicine and Dentistry in Newark, Senator Frank Lautenberg was 

joined by EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson, CNN‟s Dr. Sanjay Gupta, and other environmental 

health experts to examine the impact of toxic chemicals on children‟s health,” reported 

www.EnvironmentAmerica.org .  “The hearing comes as the Senate Environment and Public 

Works Committee deliberates on the „Safe Chemicals Act‟, a bill sponsored by Senator 

Lautenberg that would fix current chemical policy to better protect children and families from 

harmful chemicals.” 

“The risk of doing nothing to better protect our children from dangerous chemicals has become 

far too great,” Senator Lautenberg said.  “The government lacks the basic tools to require 

adequate testing in the lab.  My legislation seeks to fix America‟s broken system for regulating 

industrial chemicals.  The „Safe Chemicals Act‟ would provide parents with assurances that the 

products they buy for their families are safe.” 

http://beforeitsnews.com/story/262/106/Part_7:_What_constitutes_overpopulation_in_America_Chemicals_and_our_children.html
http://beforeitsnews.com/story/262/106/Part_7:_What_constitutes_overpopulation_in_America_Chemicals_and_our_children.html
http://www.beforeitsnews.com/
http://www.environmentamerica.org/


“It‟s absurd that everyday products like water bottles and strollers could pose a toxic threat to our 

health.  We know there‟s a serious problem when buying a baby bottle for your child is risky 

business,” said Dena Mottola Jaborska, Executive Director of Environment New Jersey.  “This 

hearing highlights the urgent need to pass comprehensive chemical reform.” 

“Under current chemical policy, thousands of chemicals on the market have not been proven 

safe, and many times have been linked to diseases like obesity, learning disabilities, and cancer,” 

reported EnvironmentAmerica.org.  “Industries are not required to prove their products are safe; 

instead they are allowed to use these chemicals until they are proven unsafe by the EPA—a 

standard for which even asbestos does not qualify. Additionally, chemical industries are allowed 

to use these same chemicals without disclosing them to the general public. 

“Environment New Jersey and Environment America want industries to be required to disclose 

all chemicals they use and prove that the chemicals they use are safe before they hit the market, 

while phasing out the use of the most toxic chemicals entirely.” 

As of 2010, with over 80,000 chemicals created by humanity, a scant two percent undergo 

testing to determine safety or non-toxicity.   Thus, cancer rates grow, birth defects add up, water 

purity degrades, air purity drops and soil balance continues to break down. 

“Almost every day we read about a new, toxic threat in our households.  It‟s time to keep these 

dangerous chemicals out of our homes in the first place,” Mottola Jaborska said.  “We need to 

pass the „Safe Chemicals Act‟ now.” 

You might be interested in a book  by Dr. Sandra Steingraber, Living Downstream, about how 

companies exhaust their chemicals into rivers, land and the air.  She contracted cancer at an early 

age.  That inspired her toward a Ph.D. to investigate how humans inject chemicals into the 

environment and the ultimate consequences. 

Book reviewer Glenn D‟Alesso said, “With her heart and science, Ms. Steingraber gives us the 

history of how products (including agricultural ones) made of natural chemicals increasingly 

have been remade with synthetic chemicals since the last two world wars. Restrictions on newly 

created dangerous chemicals were not considered for fear of causing another post war depression 

after 1945. Some of the synthetic chemicals find their ways into our cells by being similar 

enough to natural hormones, yet alien enough, that our bodies' defense mechanisms are fooled, 

sometimes becoming cannibalized to turn malignantly against us. 

“She gives us a scientifically based (with nearly 300 references) ecological picture of what's 

going on to needlessly make some people sick and die. There are approximately 7,500 synthetic 

chemicals in use. Usually these risks are calculated only after exceedingly high percentages of us 

die. 

“Some chemicals like Benzene (an additive to gasoline) despite being known carcinogens, are 

still allowed to be used. Instead of using us as guinea pigs, Steingraber explains, the 

"precautionary principle" should be adopted. This means new chemicals should be tested for 

what harm they may cause. Absolute proof, usually a body count is not necessary. "Reverse 



onus," is a similar principle, meaning chemicals should be demonstrated to be safe. For 

dangerous chemicals that seem indispensable, "least toxic alternatives" should be developed. For 

example, there are already alternatives to using chlorine for eliminating pathogens in our 

drinking water.” 

 

“Ms. Steingraber grew up fast after innocently HAVING BEEN GIVEN CANCER at a young 

age. Perhaps that's why she cherishes children, who are more susceptible to carcinogens than 

adults. Our government only sets standards for carcinogens based on adults' more sluggish 

metabolisms -- that is, when "economics" doesn't override human health.” 

“Walking along the toxic yet beautiful Illinois River with her sister's children, Ms Steingraber 

points out the absurdity of the EPA writing reports about keeping children away from that river. 

Rivers are like The Wind in the Willows to children, even when the wind is poisoned, and 

willows, most ducks or talking toads don't live there anymore. Instead of letting us continue to 

ignore these problems she offers this advice, "Maybe we adults need only demonstrate an 

attitude of passionate attention about where we live." 

Can we even begin to understand the amount of chemicals released into the air, water and land 

with an added 100 million Americans?  Will future generations enjoy a pristine environment? 

Not a chance! 

## 

“Imagine a country which employs the principles of personal responsibility,  
freedom and accountability for future generations. Everything you do-

counts!  If you do nothing, that counts likewise. When you read sobering 
information, do you want to give up or fall apart? Or, do you want to engage 

like Thomas Jefferson, Ben Franklin, George and Martha Washington, John 
and Abigail Adams, Lincoln, Susan B. Anthony, Dr. Martin Luther King, 

Oprah, Barbara Jordan, John Muir and other Americans. You represent the 

Jefferson’s, Oprah’s and Dr. King’s of the 21st century.  Consider it your 
honor and privilege to become a part of the solutions.  Engage the present 

to change the future! Become an agent of the change you wish to see.”  FW 

## 

In a five minute astoundingly simple yet brilliant video, “Immigration, Poverty, and 
Gum Balls”, Roy Beck, director of www.numbersusa.ORG, graphically illustrates the 
impact of overpopulation.  Take five minutes to see for yourself: 
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LPjzfGChGlE&feature=player_embedded 
 
“Immigration by the numbers—off the chart” by Roy Beck 
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This 10 minute demonstration shows Americans the results of unending mass 
immigration on the quality of life and sustainability for future generations: in a word 
“Mind boggling!”  www.NumbersUSA.org  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=muw22wTePqQ 
 
This is the best website to start:  www.numbersusa.org ; watch Roy Beck’s 
“Immigration by the Numbers” at 14 minutes. Bi-partisan and very effective. Become a 
faxer of pre-written letters to your reps to make positive  change. 
 
Visit www.populationmedia.org for exceptional information on overpopulation and 
solutions around the world. 
 
Visit www.TheSocialContract.com for the best information on what we face as a 
civilization as to overpopulation, energy, immigration and much more. 
 
Canada www.immigrationwatchcanada.org ; in Australia www.population.org.au 
andPublicPopForum@yahoogroups.com; in Great Britain www.populationmatters.org ; 
and dozens of other sites accessed at www.frostywooldridge.com.   In Florida, 
www.flimen.org . 
 
Must see DVD: "Blind Spot" www.snagfilms.com/films/title/blind_spot/ , This movie 
illustrates America's future without oil, water and other resources to keep this 
civilization functioning. It's a brilliant educational movie! www.blindspotdoc.com 
 
Must see: Rapid Population Decline, seven minute video by Dr. Jack Alpert- 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=VTWduFB_RX0 
 
Must see and funny: www.growthbusters.org ; 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=FXSTrW_dARc 
Dave Gardner's Polar Bear in Bedroom:  
growthbusters.org/2010/03/save-the-polar-bear-in-your-bedroom ; Dave Gardner, 
President, Citizen-Powered Media ; Producing the Documentary, GROWTH BUSTERS; 
presents Hooked on Growth: Our Misguided Quest for Prosperity, Join the cause 
at www.growthbusters.org ;760 Wycliffe Drive, Colorado Springs, CO 80906 USA; +1 
719-576-5565 
 
Check out this link with Wooldridge on bicycle and Lester Brown and panel discussion: 
www.upnorthmedia.org/watchupnorthtv.asp?SDBFid=1631 
 
Tomorrow's Americaproject on www.youtube.com/contemporarylearning. 
Producer: GEORGE A. COLBURNwww.tomorrowsamerica.com 
DC: 202-258-4887 
  
Email: gac@starbrightmc.com 
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Link to www.tomorrowsamerica.com for more discussions on America's predicament. 
FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
www.starbrightmediacorp.com 
www.tomorrowsamerica.com 
## 
Frosty Wooldridge has bicycled across six continents - from the Arctic to the South Pole 
- as well as six times across the USA, coast to coast and border to border. In 2005, he 
bicycled from the Arctic Circle, Norway to Athens, Greece. He presents "The Coming 
Population Crisis in America: and what you can do about it" to civic clubs, church 
groups, high schools and colleges. He works to bring about sensible world population 
balance at www.frostywooldridge.com He is the author of: America on the Brink: 
The Next Added 100 Million Americans. Copies available: 1 888 280 7715 
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